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The Vedic Period
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 The Vedic Périqdw e L
Sources: Vedas and Epics (brief mention);
- Iron Artifacts and Pottery. =

Brief comparative study of Early and Later
 Vedic society and economy.” © .

Scholars and historians refer to the period
when Aryans first settled in India as the Early
Yedic Period (i.e., 1500-1000 BC). Between
1000 BC to 500 BC “when_iron had come to
be used, it is believed that Aryans followed
the course of the rivers and settled along the
valley of the Yamuna and the Ganga. The
iron tools helped them to clear the forests.
They moved in the eastward and the south-
eastward directions. Aryans, so far nomadic in
nature, gradually settled in the Gangetic valley.
This period is known as the Later Vedic Age.
(1000 BC to 500 BC). The culture of the period

is referred to as the Vedic culture because it
was based on the Vedic texts.

SOURCES y

14

The Vedic texts may be divided into two broad

A. LITERARY SOURCES

chronological groups: the Early Vedic texts (1500~

1000 BC) when most of the hymns of the Rig
Veda were composed; and the Later Vedic texts
(1000-500 BC) to which belong the remaining
Vedas and their branches (Brahmanas, Aranyakas,

of
Tt
st

Upanishads, etc.) The two periods C°"65p0n
the two phases of Aryan expansion iy Indiad o
The social, economic, political and re :
aspects of the life of t.he people Cat tgm e
reflected in the Vedic literature, Thug 0 b, R
became the storehouse of knowle dge, » Vegy :

'
Sr

The Vedic literature was written i, Sang,.
The term, ‘Veda’ has been deriveq m i

i id’ i )
Sanskrit word, ‘Vld.whl.cljl meaTns kn°W1edge‘ 2
Vedic literature is divided into ty, =

; .. P
namely the Shruti and the Smriti. 1t i beh:,: 5
that the S]\zyg was revealed to the sages by g, ¥
and they passed on that knowleclge orally ‘frorf d
genefation to generation. On the 'o{'ﬁe?handA 1
,_S_’ﬂdﬁ literature was composed by the Rish !
i = N
The Vedic literature can be classifieq i
the following categories: :
(i) The four Vedas, i.e., the Rig, Sama, Yajy 1
and Atharva Vedas and their Samhita; !
(ii) The Brahmanas attached to each Samhity ‘
(iii) The Aranyakas

(iv) The Upanishads.

1. 'THE VEDas \j@AJ L

=

(i) The Rig Veda: It is the oldest religious text
in the world and s, therefore, known as ‘the first
testament of mankind’. It is divided into 1l
mandalas. Tt is said to have been composed
"during the early Vedic Period. The hymns at
dedicated by the sages to Gods. They wee
passed on orally from teachers to their discipls
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A The Rig Vedic hymns are the authentic sources
Qe knowledge of the life of people of the time.
Much of the Indian philosophy is based on the
Ri Veda. It also contains the famous ‘Gayatri
mantra’. Although religious in nature, the Vedas
are & valuable source of information on various
| subjects.

L, «Sweet Song’ or ‘the melody’. In this Veda, some

of the hymns are borrowed from the Rig Veda.
The hymns in Sama Veda were meant to be
sung at the time of the sacrifice by the priests.

(iii) The Yajur Veda: It deals with hymns
recited during the performance of Yajnas. The
hymns in this Veda throw light on the social
and religious life of the Aryans.

(iv) The Atharva Veda: The hymns contained
in this Veda deal with magic and charm. Most
of the hymns are taken from the Rig Veda.
Besides the powers of spirits, the hymns deal
with gyan (knowledge), karma (action) and
upasana (invocation). Some hymns also deal
with medicines for the treatment of various
diseases.

The Brahmanas

written after the Vedas as their simple
commentary, the Brahmanas are in prose. They
explain the social and religious importance of
rituals as well as the value of sacrifices. The
Brahmanas are of great historical value. Each
Veda has several Brahmanas.

Sages Performing Yajna

The Vedic Period

The Aranyakas

They are known as forest books’ written for
t.h§ guidance of the hermits and the students
living in forests. They form the concluding
part of the Brahmanas. Their main themes are
mysticism and philosophy.

| (id) The Sama Veda: The term, ‘Sama’ meams@he Ugsnishuds

hey are philosophical commentaries on
the Vedas. The doctrines such as Karma,
Moksha and Maya are explained in detail.
The Upanjshads form the basic source of
Indian pHilosophy. Composed by different
sages, thé¢y are said to form the foundation
on which later additions to Vedic Literature
rest. Thd, most famous of these Upanishads
are Chdhdogya Upanishad, Kena Upanishad,
Aitareya Upanishad and Taittiriya Upanishad.

ALLIED VEDIC LITERATURE

(i) The Vedangas: They deal with the ways in
which the Vedas ought to be chanted; and are
thus important in the understanding of the
Vedas. The six Vedangas deal with pronunciation,
grammar, etymology, metrics and astronomy.

(ii) The Sutras: They are divided into three
groups: the Srautasutras, which deal with yajna
and sacrifices; the Grihyasutras or Smartasutras,
which deal with the ceremonies connected
with family life; and the Dharmasutras, which
provide rules of conduct for the various classes
of people and the various stages in their life.

(iii) The Upavedas: As the name suggests, they
are subsidiary Vedas. They are four in number.
Ayurveda deals with Indian system of medicine;
the Dhanurveda, describes the art of warfare;
Gandharvaveda describes the art of music and
Shilpaveda deals with art and architecture.

(iv) Darshanas: There are six schools of
Indian philosophy known as Shad-Darshanas.
They include — Nyaya Darshana, Vaishesika,
Sankhya, Yoga, Purva Mimamsa and Uttar
Mimamsa. They all propagate the virtues of life
and are opposed to external ritual

(v) The Dharmashastras: The w-books
called the Dharmasutras and the Smritis
—— - e e e ——
together with thetr_ ‘commentaries, are called
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—/ composed in Sans

e sent into exile for foy,, rt

b
. Rama to 3 : : . €en
es th his wife Sit;
Dh hast They lay down the dut; r Ram2 along W1 t to the foresta ang bryta"l
armashastras. < well as f0 <pmana wen ! Oty
for different classes of people 28 V™. the Lak : !
als. Manusmriti B¢ In disguise of a sanyasl, Ravan,
3 Juding the ducted Sita and took her to ederno |
r‘»

kings and their offici
description of Hindu ¢
Vamag (the Castes) and the Ashraman:ise on
(vi) The Ashtadhyayi: It is a t'r?is siven
Sanskrit grammar by Panini. ot
about the roots of the words and t.he c .
in which they were used in Vedic literature.

2. THE ErICS
The Ramayana and the Mahab

ode of law inci

harata ar

important epics.

Ramayana: The ginally

Ramayana _Wwas ori, 2
krit. The Sanskrit version
a1 to-bethe work of Maharishi Valmiki
“The story of Ramayana revolves around Rama
and the abduction of his wife Sita by & demon
king, Ravana. The battle between Rama and
Ravana; duty, devotion and love shown by the
brothers is told in detail. Rama was the eldest

i

b

king, ab i
Rama took the help of Sugriva ang K ) (

They crossed the ocean and defegiey iy
Rama them, along with Sita anq Lay, Ve, -
d home having completeq the: am

proceede' b
years’ exile. He was crowned the King ey

habharata: Believed to be the wory
sa, Mahabharata is_ “Written } 4
Zi‘;uage. Odgﬁnally, : .{Eﬂ?ﬁ 3@§£ﬁn§a
—ollection dealing_with victory. )
it-came to be known as Bharatq, becquen‘};
contains the stories of the descen, dan, Use
of the earliest Vedic tribes calleq 5 h::ron'
thu

The final compilation came to be knbwn
Mahabharata. N

The Bhagwad Gita, which forms 5 part o
Mahabharata, is one of the most popua, iy
texts considered sacred by many people i ]i;t

of the four sons of Dashratha, the ruler of
Ayodhya, who had three queens. Rama was the
son of the eldest queen, Kaushalya and was the
heir-apparent to the throne. After Rama was
married to Sita, he was to be installed as the
king. At this juncture, King Dashratha’s other
queen Kaikeyi reminded him of the promise he
had made earlier to grant her a wish. Kaikeyi
wanted her son Bharata to be the king and

The interests of the self might confi
duty and whenever there is such a cgnﬁim:
Bhagwad Gita gives the answer. That is
secret of the undying popularity of this relgi,
text. It teaches that the Soul is immorty

The Importance of the Epics

() The Epics serve as the main sourc|
information on the political institutions andt;
social and ﬂl‘i“}ffl organisation of the Epic/

(i) They provide information on var
Aryan Kingdoms, their armies and the weap
they used. The Kshatriyas were entrusted W
the defence of their kingdoms and they beliee
that death on the battlefield was the nob¥
act in the life of a warrior. |

(if) The Epics are considered as the &
literary works of the ancient period and?
acclaimed for their literary and philosophicd .

_ (iv) They reveal the high ideals o ¥
life of the Aryans.

Total History ang Civics-Ix
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() The grt?at heroes.., depicted in the Epics
e the embodiment of high moral Principles, and
e a great impact on successive generations
v) The Bhagwad Gita elaborates the Karma
N osophy and the immortality of the sou"
‘_/f

S NS

Mahabharata: The king om

Dh,itarashtra had 100 sons known as Kauravas,
phritarashtra’s brother Pandu who had dieq
earlier, had five sons, known as Pandavas,

In course of time, Dhritarashtra named the
eldest Pandava — Yudhisthira his successor,
This angered Duryodhayana, the eldest of the
Kauravas. It became the cause of enemity and
jealousy between the cousins.

Once during a game of dice, Yudhisthira, the
eldest Pandava lost his kingdom as well as
Draupadi to Duryodhana. In accordance with
the terms of agreement, the Pandavas had to
go into exile.

After the completion of the exile, the Pandavas
asked the Kauravas to return their kingdom
but Duryodhana refused to give anything,
So the war, known as the Mahabharata,
followed. Arjuna, a Pandava was reluctant to
fight. Krishna ultimately gave him a discourse
and prevailed upon -him to do his duty. This
discourse at the battlefield is compiled in the
form of Bhagwad Gita. It forms a part of the
Mahabharata. :

The Mahabharata war lasted for 18 days. In the
war, all the Kaurava brothers were killed and
Yudhisthira became the ruler of Hastinapur.

B. ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOURCES

The available archaeological sources of the
period include iron implements and tools and
remains of pottery.

1. Iron Artifacts: The discovery of iron
marks an important stage in the march of
civilisation in the world.

In India, the Iron Age began in 1000BC. The
village farming communities gradually dispersed

The Vedic Period

A scene from the Mahabharata. Lor

! d Krishna gave Arjuna a
discourse which is compiled in the Bhagwad Gita.

in large parts of India from the Gangetic plains
to the peninsular south.

Iron was a harder metal than copper and
bronze. It was cheap and available in plenty.
Iron deposits were found over large areas. It
was used in the following areasi g,

. ; Iy 2=

\/(l) Agriculture: Discovery of Tron gave the
Aryans new implements like axes to clear the
forest and cultivate the land. Thus, agriculture
became their important occupation. With the o
use of iron plough-heads, sickles and hoes, they
could bring vast tracts of land under cultivation.
The production of more rice, wheat, barley,

vegetables and fruits improved their standard
of living.

Iron Implements
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(i) Occupation: The use of iron gave rise to
new trades—by providing durable implements
like saws, chisels, hammers, nails and tongs.
This gave rise to occupations Such as weaving,
spinning, carpentry, tanning and tool-making.

(iii) Defence: Because of its durability,and
easy availability, iron was extensively used in

ng weapons like swords, armours and

shields. ?

2. Pottery: Pottery”forms an important
source of information. Th and
the Painted Grey Ware (PGW) pottery discovered
at different sites in Punjab and Haryana 1S
believed to belong to the Rig Vedic Aryans-
The important sites include Bhagwanpura
(Kurukshetra), Dadheri (Ludhiana), Katpalan
and Nagar (Jallandhar). These cultures are
regarded as Rig Vedic because they belong to the
same period and same region as mentioned in the
Rig Veda. However, in the Ganga-Yamuna (%oab,
the earliest iron objects are generally assot:}ated
with PGW. Here, a number of sites associate
with the prolifiguse of iron have been discovered.
The PGW Ciflture corresponds to the Later
Vedic periodAhe PGW i smooth

and even-co d_pottery. It was made out o
well-worked, :igh quality clay with geometric

atterns ajntga-—aﬁﬁ'i%-HT—Mttems—-
and Sun symbols are seen in some cases.
The pottery includes open-mouthed bowls and
dishes.

PGW Pottery

* This is additional information.

of tl :
“Fome lived in the Sapta Sindhu (Punjap)

*QRIGIN OF THE ARYA]:S
4 ans as well as ¢

The origlg ;ft;:cp:,;}{e who Scttle in ln:j;
?ackgfo}mon“ oversies. Some historians belieye
is full o Cs were the natives of India. Otherg
t.hat Aryér;nggdh?f:mak‘ after the study of Rig
like lza_l,_ie—n - 4, concluded that the origin )
Vedaandthe Aryans was the Arctic region. A ¢
home of .an tried to prove that the origimy
he Aryans was India. According to

I
|
|
|
|
|

hu:, ,:il;’ate 4 to other Parts of India. Swap;
aDI;y anand Saraswati believed that Tibet wag the
home of the Aryans-.

professor Max Mueller, the German schojg, |
believed that the Aryans came to India from Centry
Asia. He gave two reasons in support of thig

e first wave of migrations from
g:;pxye's,’l(:,‘hentral Asia had started around 1 500:3};
The Aryans bore strong resemb_lance to bandg
of warlike people of Central Asia. The Centry
Asian theory holds the origin of Romans, Celts,
Indians, Greeks and Persians from the same stocy

Many historians agree with the Centry

Asian Theory of Max Mueller. Their reasons fo

accepting the theory are:

1. In ancient times, the land in Asia Minor was
fertile which made it suitable for agriculture
and domestication of animals.

2. The stone inscriptions discovered in Asia
Minor prove that the Aryan gods like Indra
and Varuna, were worshipped in ancient
times.

3. The flora and fauna and objects referred to
in the Rig Veda were found in Asia Minor.

4. Asia Minor is equidistance from Europe and
India.

/"x Biologists noticed the genetic traits (DNY)d

the Steppe people of Central Asia and fout
similar traits in 35 per cent of the pecpt.
in north India. Thus, they concluded t
the Indo-Aryans migrated from Central A2,
to India.

However, the issue of the origin of the AT
is still being disputed.

Total History and Civics-IX
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The PGW phase wa;U(ollowed by the

Northern Black Polished Ware (NB hase, the
beginning amsmz‘r%a BC. This
pottery was glossy and shining. It is believed
that the use of this pottery was made by the

people who dominated the economic and social
life of the period.

EARLY SETTLEMENTS

On the basis of the names of the rivers and
mountains mentioned in the Rig Veda, it is
pelieved that the Aryans entered India from

Afghanistan and settled in the valley of the
Kabul river and the Punjab. They called this
north-western part of India, Sapta Sindhu
or the land of seven rivers—namely Sindhu
(Indus), Ravi, Beas, Satluj, Jhelum, Chenab and
SaraswitL. This region covers the preSent areas |

called Gramini, that of Visha, Vish.apatl Rajan
or king was the head of a Jana.

The kings governed with the help of ministers.
The important officers included the Gramini, the
Purohita and the Senani. The Senani was the
commander-of the armiy.and the Purohita performed
religious ceremonies. The administration of the
villages was carried out by the Gramini.

pets i L

The king did not maintain any regular army.
However, in times of war, he used to organise
tribal groups to perform military functions.

During the Rig Vedic time, the tribe elected
a leader of its own. He was not as powerful as
the one in the Later Vedic Period.
In the Rig Vedic Perii)d three popular
assemblies known as the Sabha, the Samiti
y—

~ST eastern Afghanistan, Punjab, and parts \of '+ and the. ﬂi_«_zt_ha advised the kirig. king.

Western Uttar Pradesh. Later this region was
named Brahmavarta or the ‘land of the Gods’
because the composition of Rig Veda took place
here on the banks of river Saraswati, which
they considered most sacred.

The region provided conditions for stable
agriculture. The act of moving from place to
place with herds of animals ceased to have
the pre-eminence it had enjoyed in early days.
This fact too was responsible for the evolution
of a-new culture/ X

SOCIETY
SociAL ORGANISATION
In the Rig Vedic time or the Ea.rlz Vedic Period,
the Aryans lived in villages. The familyt was the
fundamental unit of the society. It was
triarchal. This means that the oldest male
memher of the family was its head. He was called
@\W After the death of Gnhapa
the responsibility shifted to his eldest son.

Several families lived in a grama or village.

The Vidatha was the earliest assembly which
used to mﬁnctxms—economc,
military, religious and social. Womem
'pa'fhﬁi)&tém s-deliberations in the Vidatha.
The Samitj was the assembly of the people and
the Sabha was the councﬂ of elders. The Sabha
performed admsory and ]udlaal fanctions. The
Samitiwas called to session on special occasions.

In the Later Vedic Age, kingship became
3 T———
hereditary and divine elements came to be

associated with the king. This period marked the

beginning of a taxation system and administrative
machinery. During the Later Vedic Age, the
popular assemblies lost their earlier importance.
The Sabha and Safniti came to be dominated by
Q}_li,qf,s,;amtrich_ﬁoﬁles';\Manngwere no longer
permitted to_attend-these assemblies.

PositTion oF WOMEN

)Durmg the Rig Vedic Period women were

respected. The institution of marriage had

Several villages formed a Visha. Many Vishas
formed a/ Jana. The head of the village was
—‘Tf"

become sacred. The daughters were given
freedom to choose their husbands The systém

The Vedic Period
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since the economy was mainly pastory|

However,
oducing, there was no scopg

and not food pr '

for collecting regular tributes or taxes frop

the people.
ic Period, the society w.

In the Later Vedic Period, there was significant In the Earl.y Vedic e based m:yth:!

decline in the status of women. Their participation divided into SHEEESL 'u

* profession. A person could adopt any professiop

icairbisies- S0
i Yajnas was ot considered necessary. The; b :
- a2 el ~5FTis choice as is evident from an excerpt o

e ———— e e v e
i j i dom
did not enjoy the right to property. The freedo the Rig Veda:

of remarriage of widows was prevalent. There are
no examples of child-marriage. The marriageable
age in the Rig Veda seems to have been
16 to 17.

to choose husbaxzili by women was curtailed. L a poet, my fatheris ap hysician and my

CLass 3;1;6;«5 mather?;?inds cormnon stong. Bejng ofthg .?ame

Though the caste system is not mentioned in the family, we are engagedin dtfferent\plof essions.”
People followed different professions” which

Rig Veda but the fact remains that there was some
kind of class division in the society. The early  became hereditary in course of time. This resulteg
Aryans called the local inhabitants Dasyus andg) in the division of sc?ciety into occupationg
did not mix with them. It is said that during this&'c'lasses. Gradually, this took the form of caste

and the present caste system emerged. Iy

eriod, the tribal chiefs and the priests acquired : rast d :
zlno he L grz s tothe ter_Vedic Period, Brahmtns, Kshatriyas,
Feirm Vaishyas and Shudras lyagcame four distingt

their kinsmen. This resultedu; so;m—;] me;;uathhtle_i_ s o Ve ,[
i iety_got, divided, into three [/~ =~ ; pd s .
and the tribal socie ot,.d1v1 A0 1 The Brahmins qr ,t,!f{?r,_pﬂfit.‘s,,l’?r,f?_r_@ﬁ

— i i le. Th e ; T

&roups — warriors, pribsisend theipenp’e ; religious rituals. The Kshatriyas participated in
i = _religious ritua Sdatniyas paricipate

fourth division" called .the Shudras ap‘peare wars. The ‘i‘_i,iil}yas engaged-in business ang

towards the end of the Rig Vedic period, because IB'c;lE'ed_ after 'ég’ri‘(‘fillhi{‘re as well as itiiiﬁ?txy.
The Shudras seg;qiiha_upper_glasseg. -

As stated earlier, during the Later Vedic Age,

the caste system became rigid. The Brahmins

the word ‘shudra’ .is mentioned for the first
time in the Tenth Mandala of the Rig Veda,
which is usually considered a later addition.

Brahmin Kshatriya Vaishya
The Vamas S
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The Vanaprastha

The Four Ashramas

and Kshatriyas enjoyed many privileges.
The priests came to be considered as gods
on earth and the Kshatriyas also increased
their power and came to be regarded as the
ruling class. All the three higher varnas were
entitled to upanayana or investiture with the
sacred thread according to the vedic mantras.
Inter-caste marriage was not prevalent.

THE FOUR ASHRAMAS

In the Early Vedic Petiod, man grew up according
to the family traditions. However, in the Later
Vedic Period, the whole lifespan of an Aryan

The Sanyasa

pupil was expected to acquire knowledge in the
gurukul and observe strict disciphine.

1

During the period of mm?tm Ashrama,
man was supposed to marry and raisesa family.
As a householder, he was to take responsibility
of maintaining his family. This period lasted
from the age of 25 to 50 years.

—

The third stage was Vanaprastha Ashrama.

It lasted from the age of 50 to 75 years.

came to be divided into four periods. The four

stages of life are known as four ashramas, each
of a.rs duration. The four ashyamas are

Brahmficharya, Grihastha, Vanaprastha and
Al e 2L

Sanyasa.

———

¢
The Bra macggga Ashrama lasted upto
the age of 25 years. During this period, the
T e — & B

Ao3

The Vedic Period

During this period man was_ekpected.to retire

from worldly life and ac(quil;ei spiritual‘ and

" philosophical knowledge.

e st e SR,
The last stage lasting from the age of 75

to 100 years was the SanEasa Ashrama. This
was the period of renuhciation. Man_ had to

leave everything forever and go into meditation
in order to attain moksha or salvation.

NP —
=
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EbpucaTtion

Education was imparted through private
gurukuls. The residence of the guru called the
gurukul, meaning the family of the guru, had
become the most sacred institutiont The
gurukuls were often located on the outsklrt.s of
the city and even in forests. The students hve.d
l&mere@m treated his students like his
own children} JFhe student was requir—ed to do
‘household cliores for His teacher] e had o get
Up early inthe fa.k“ég bathian.d chant
mj‘rgymﬁ the_teaching was
doneorally. At the completion of the education,
a student used to give guru dakshina — a gift
to his teacher. The gurus were greatly respected
and revered. The main object of educatioln.was
to bring about physical, mental and s.pmtua}
development of the pupils. The subjects o
study included the Vedas, Puranas, Grax_nmar,
Mathematics, Ethics, Logic andyi.litgry Science.
Two-women teachers named, Maitreyi and
~Jargi.were considered gifted and were greatly
respected.

Foop, DRESs AND AMUSEMENTS

The main cereal produced by the Rig Vedic
people was b: . Wheat and, L Lice vtlen.e not
known to them. However, in Later Vedic times,
there is evidence of using Jice. (vrih). 9‘2\’”5

am
e

Amusement — Chariot-racing

were domesticated and milk and milk producty
like curd, butter, ghee;"€tc. were used. Soma,

a kinid of ntoxicating drink, was consumeq to
during fesfivals and religious ceremonies. Ve

The clothes worn were simple. They consisteq \,’r
of an undergarment, called _,Niv}i‘_hqy,,_ghgti, an }S
upper piece called Vasa or shirt. An overgarmeny
was known as Adhivasd, a loose piece of cloth,
Men wore turbanis. There were customs of wearing G
animal skins. Some of the _sadhus (hermits)
wore deer_skin known as Mrigchal: T Men kept S
lon; r. Ornaments were worn by both men
and women. Th€ 6rnaments were made of gold,
silver, ivory and precious_stones. Some of the (
mo?l—ﬁems of jewellery Wwere earrings, tings, ‘
anklets, bracelets, necklaces, etc.

The main means oﬁgmusemer& in both the
Vedic periods were chariot-races, h135§§;;aces,
dancing, singing and hunting. The chief musical
o I8 L -
Instruments were the drum, i}gt}:, mridang and
lute. People participated in competitive sports,
festivals and gambling.

ReLiGIous BELIEFS

The people in the Vedic age worshipped forces
of nature. They personified these natural forces
and looked upon them as living beings to whom
they gave human or animal attributes. A large
number of gods are mentioned in the Rig Veda
The most important among these gods was Indra

Total History and Civics-IX
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Vishnu

to whom 250 hymns are devoted in the Rig the preserver and protector of the people and
Veda. He is also known as the Purandara (or  Shiva as destroyer of the universe.
breaker of forts) and Jitendrg Ta winmer). He Sacrifices and Rituals: With religious evolution,
is con§id§red as the Rain G od, who is responsible simplicity of nature worship was lost. Ritualsand
for bringing rainfall. ™ ) sacrifices (yajnas) became a daily routine.
The second position is held by Agni, the Fire Besides, the“yajnas performed by kings, the
God (Agni). He is regarded as amrifitérmediary  common people performed small yajnas, during
between gods and men, for he consumes the which milk, ghee, grains, and fruits were offered
sacrificial offerings and carries them to the to thedéifies. The fioh people and businessmen
gods in the form of smoke. The third position is conducted bigger sacrifices. During such yajnas
occupied by Varuna, the god Of..“!.;“;EErSv clouds,  purohits received gold, expensive clothes and
oceans andTivers. He determines the path for  Jarge number of cows as gifts (Dakshing). Giving
all stars in heaven. Varuna is regarded as the dakshina was™also a nitual and a pious duty.
upholder of natural or cosmic order. Ritualism had gained strong roots and even a
There were many other Vedic gods like Vayu  small deviation while performing certain worship
(the god of wind), Surya.(Sun god), Yama (lord  was considered a sin.
of the dead), Rudra (god of storms); etc. New Doctrines: The Brahmins were responsible
Some goddesses were also worshipped, The\ for bringing about many innovations and
most important female goddess was Usha, \evolving new doctrines. More emphasis was
the goddess of dawn. Other important female /laid on penance called tapasya which became
deities were: Pritfivi, a personification of the / ritualistic  The new doeirmcs: included the
earth; Aditi, the great mother of gods; Ratri,/ doctrine of kirma (action), dharma (duty) and
the spirtt-of the night; Aranyani, the Lady of  moksha (salvation), The belief In Tebirtt gained
the forest; Dishana, the ggﬁicss of vegetation.  roqts. onsequently, all these innovations
However, in the Later Vedic age, Prajapafi, strengthened the position of Brahmins. The
the creator or Brahma became the supreme  Brahmins were said to have divine powers. No
god and Indra_and_Agni lost their former ritual or religious celebration would commence
signiﬁcanégﬁim came to be regarded as  without the presence of the Brahmins.
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ECONOMY e1oviRL o L ;i
The Rig Vedic economy was primarily pastoral.
For Aryans cattle was synonymous with wealth;
a wealthy person was called gomat. Gopa and
gopati were epithets given to the king. In the Rig

Veda, Godhuli is used as a term for a measure of
time. Distance is called gavyuti and a daughter
is called dubhitr or the one who milks the cows.

Compared to the linguistic evidence for
cattle rearing in the Rig Veda, agricultural
activities find very few references. Apart from
‘yava’ or barley, no other grains are mentioned.
There are references to fire being used for
burning the forest cover and the practice of
shifting cultivation. Further, the area received
low rainfall and the major rivers mentioned
in the Rig Veda, were known to change their
courses frequently. In these conditions, the
alluvial lands near the rivers could not be
cultivated on a permanent basis. '

Major changes in the economy took place
during the Later Vedic phase. Importance of
agriculture grew during this phase. The growth of
agriculture in the Later Vedic period was made

possible by the availabiittyof Vast tracts of fertile
alluvial lands of the Ganga-Yamuna doab and
the middle Ganga vm}ogical
and literary sources depict the intréduction of

—
ARLY AND LATER
DIC CIVILISATIONS

] Early Vedic Civilisation p

L Later Vedic Civifisation

he staple diet of the people. The Ve
texts mention Vrihi, Tandula and Sali, denoti
rice. The Later Vedic texts also refer to oxe
yoked to the plough, suggesting the prevaleng
of plough cultivation. Towards the end of thj
period iron ploughshares and metal tools wex
used and a variety of crops were cultivated,

\ _gh’e"’tgra{tsmen mentioned in the Vedj

Mfexts include leather workers (charmakaras
wheelwrights (rathakaras), blacksmiths an
potters {kulala), and carpenters (taksan)
However, none of these groups were considere
as of low status. Weaving seems to have bee
a domestic craft. Wool, obtained from shees
was the most common raw material. Cotton i
not mentioned. 2(,

rade: During theTater Vedic phase agricultur:

surplus led to trade, giving rise to market
from which devéloped towns and cities. Thu
frade became the pivot around which the who
town and city life moved) Although the Aryan
fad introduced coins, barter system was st
dominant in trade with other countries.
Occupations: Besides agriculture and trade, othe
important occupations included domesticatio
of animals, crafts in various metals, carpentr
pottery, fishery, etc. Women were engaged |

$pinning, “Weaving, knitting and dyeing.
— - - ——

rice as t
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A Comparison: Eazdy Veadic
= Easly Vedic
Comparison >

Ecenomy In the beginning the main oocupation
was domestication of animals and
agriculture was secondary.

Cattle was the important source of
wealth,

Many engaged in trade and commerce,
Dyeing, embroidery; carpentry, weaving,
pottery, crafts in gold and iron were

Age and Later Vedic Age

Rl caste sy &3 oy oo 1

: The caste system was Decoming nad

G’*-F_...‘_r_l::ls:m of educetion. Guraloal system was farther enlanged.
o incloded mimy; barler, S, Consumption of meat was r™hreed, Rice

wegeialies and meay bevame stapke cereal.

Wors of ntere and navera Religon became more complex.

Indra, Ag:n. Varuna, Mitra, Surya, et Brahma; Rama and Rrishna as

Were worshipoed. Incarmnations of Vishnu and Shiva came

? :EB' be worshipped.

Absence of temples and dals. Hymns (,i"i;mhm-:ns introduced many rituals and

WeTe chanted in the open. Worshipof | made thewr position seeure, Faith in

Torefsthers and beliefin BR after death

prevailed.

Joint Pamdy stem prevadiad,
~Sgmihioant dacline in status of wamen

TR itons and 13peTisT New
B Penance, doctnines of Karma, Dharma
2nd Moksha developad. |

Agnculture became the chief oxTupation
while domestication of animals also
continued,

Land was the important source of wealth,

Traders guilds had come up and trade
had become very important. Besides

occupations of earlier period, many new
Important occupations. occupations like physicians, musicians,
and many other professions emerged.
| _EXERCISES |

I. Short Answer Question
St < Sw

VY,
1 Know
&3 C’*‘m#‘d /)xtua(
_JA<Name the two categories of Early Vedic Literature. Why

as Shrut?

was the Early Vedic Literature Known

2. Name the four Vedas. V¢4, Sowav, Yapat v, 4Ratva V.
3. State what the hymns in each Veda deal with. Sage “% God.
~A. What are the Upanishads? Name any two Upanishads. AN

°- What are the Dharmashastras? |'J

+6. Name the epics written during the later Vedic period. MafabAatalls » ROW\“‘JW

- What is known as Bhagwad Gita? ]9
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ﬁ;?::';;ﬁeeiim?:ng&aci &(‘)'f ‘dﬁa;pics as a source of infg%%og al?OUI tl‘lle :\2’““; , 2 E
10. State the rol y i o ' as the Mahabharata? For how long whs this ba.tteA " ]gh Fg
\\,)l bree role of iron in the development of agriculture during the Vedic Age. 4 it o5
. € two features of Painted Grey Ware (PGW) PottefY-"zo
\J?2. Name the four Varnas that existed during the Vedic Ages Ja
\13. How did trade become a pivot around which the life of the pe
J4. State the difference in the position of women between the Earl 0N
\}5’ Name the four ashramas into which the human life span was divided, indicating the ‘imzﬁi"
span for eachQ3 M
\ O State briefly the change that occurred |

yState two important changes that took place in the society
from the Early Vedic Period to the Later Vedic perioddl?

ople revolved?,0{ s
y Vedic and Later ngic i"ge,l’-y,,l’.,

ins i 2%
in the position of the Brahmins In the Latér Vedic e
in the process of its “aﬂsitjc,n

II. Structured Questions J
f With reference to the sources of information about the Vedic Age, write short notes on thy 5
following: Ry "8. C
Ja) The Vedas 16 p) The Epi , 5
{8} Role of Iron Implements \%
2. With reference to the Society during the Vedic Age, answer the following questions:
Jar Explain briefly the class divisions that existed in the society.&’ﬁ_, In t
. ; e
\{]~ State the position of women in the Vedic penodJ.\ S’;P;
Jp}* Explain the four stages in the life of an Axya.an it
3. With reference to economic organisation of the people in org
the Vedic Period, answer the following questions: kin
Ja) State the methods used by the Aryans in agriculture.lq Sp1
) Why was dgmestic tign o i ﬁs important to the
\/(b_ Aryans"" z :ﬂﬂ ,hoﬁb_bf.v us
g 48 karkalys 1
e~ How was trade managed during this period? J 7’ i::;
4. With reference to the picture given, answer the following life
questions: 9 g } 9 1 of
a) Identify this ancient education system. Persons belongiZg uti
to which ashrama of life attended this? ad
: . e b
by~ Describe briefly the life in this ancient education VZ]
institution. Y g
stitution. ¢ Y B
ex

_c) What do you think are the advantages and disadvantages

of studying in this educational setup? ‘ » " =
MW,@ g ) Dhradye :
). Gums peid Maﬂe.ﬁ&wuwljﬁ |~ST:}2&A ‘J»éw«?:
A Lgnth develpmend e | SGRE e ~parci ‘
2 fstan s Inpated &L\&&t‘o‘;, ; 2. A Aen
i et ord  cluacda nelTev EM%M %‘L@'},(u‘w"\‘ o wd
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