Elections

Meaning; Composition of Election Commission
(in brief); Direct and Indirect election; General
election; Mid-term election and By-election.

MEANING OF ELECTIONS

Democracy is a form of government in which
the people have a say in who should hold
power and how the power should be used.
In a democracy, citizens choose or elect their
representatives either directly or indirectly to
run the country.

Election is a procedure whereby persons

are chosen, by voting, to represent the voters
for running the govemmeritj Generally, there is
a contest between different candidates for the
same position. Thus, in the elections there are
winners and losers.

In modern societies elections are fought
on party lines. A political party is a group of
people holding similar views or beliefs. Any
political party or a combination of parties
getting the largest number of votes, form the
government.

KINDS OF ELECTIONS
Direcr ELECTIONS

People of India directly elect their representatives
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" embers of the State Legislatj
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by the people of the State. The members. of the
Lok Sabha are Members of Parlmmﬁnp
(MP) or pbers of the Lok S?bha. Under

e existing political system elections are heig’
on party lines: The party or & combxnétxon of
parties having the largest number of legislatorg
elect their leader from al.nc?ngst themselveg
who is made the Cwer or the _m
Minister, as the case may be.
InpirecT ELECTIONS
India has two types of legislatures both at the
Union and State level. At the State level Omy
some States have the second house called Vidhan,
Parishad, the Le islative Council or the Upper
House. At the'\ﬁ%)mm;upper house is
known as Rajya Sabha, which is a permanent
house. The election to both houses at the
State and the Union level is Indirect i.€., the
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lates the qualifications, age, etc. of
Vwrs and establishes eligibility requirements
:::estate officials.

ry adult person holds the right to vote.
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of Lok _Sabha are elected directly.

. IndiFdey Elections

People ¢ ¢

through et::eit:‘ ee\;- Tepresentatives indirectly
SXample, memp, ccted representatives. For
by the electe

ers of Rajya Sabha are elected

© are no furth RS :
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tate officials is simi
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irect elections. similar to
3. Every elected e

o i Presentative holds the right
4. There is a very small body of voters.
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5. The Members of State Legislatj
A slative Council
Members of Rajya Sabha M
and the Vice President . A Tt

3 resentatives are not directly elected by the
£ le. The elected representatives of the people
; Ef:(i the members of the Upper House, both
| atthe Centre as well as the State. In the case
of the Legislative Council, members are elected
. py members of the Legislative Assembly from
| amongst persons who are not the members of
| the Legislative Assembly.

The Rajya Sabha consists of not more than
250 members. Out of these, 238 members are
elected by the elected members of the Legislative
_ Assembly of each State. The remaining vl

members are nominated by the President ™

. from among persons having special knowledge
or practical experience in matters such as
literature, science, art and social service.

Election of the, President and the Vice-
President of'lndia_gﬁf both these cases the

e T e e e
elections are Indirect. The President of India is
. electedindirectly by the members of an Electoral

both Houses of Parliament and the elect
members. of the Legislative Assemblies of the
States including National Capital Territory of
Delhi and the Union Territory of Pondicherry.

are elected Thdirectly.
The election takes place in accordance with
the system of proportional representation by
means of a single transferable Vote. TiKe the
President, the election of the Vice-President is
also Indirect.The Vice-President is elected by
members of both Houses of Parliament. In this
election, the State Legislatures do not take part

GENERAL ELECTIONS %

The elections held to elect the members of the
Lok Sabha after expiry of the normal term of five

years a}?ca}led the Generai’ﬁféaiong Elections

to some State Legislative Assembliés may be held
along with the Parliamentary Elections. Earlier
upto 1957 simultaneous elections were held for
both the Lok Sabha and the State Assemblies.
However, on account of early dismissal and mid-
term elections the two got gradually separated.

ID-TERM ELECTION

Tbh_iigpe of election is held when a State Legislative
Assembly or the Lok Sabha is dissolved before
the completion of its full term (5 years)f' The
new house will ﬁor?rlaﬁy have a full five year
term. This election is called Mid-term Election
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By-ELECTIONS

”bh

W}%n a seat héld by any

the member before completion o :
to fill up this vacancy_ the election which ld
held called By-Election. |The person SO electe

remains the member for the unexpired term
of the House/ b“"b&
ELECTION COMMISSION

Election is the best way by whi
of the people can be sent to t

India being a federal country ma
for holding elections both for the Central and
State legislatures. Hence, elections need to.be
free and fair with wide participation. Keeping
in view the great impact and significance of .the
elections, the Constitution has w@ﬂ_‘iﬂ?}f@?
provisions - for_the free_and _fair_conc ct of
lections in Part XV, Articles 324 t
Clections In A s
ComposiTion oF THE Ergction COMMISSION

Article 324, Clauses 1 to 6 deal with the
composition of the Election Commission
and other related issues. The Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) stands at the top in
the hierarchy of the Election Commission.
The Election Commission consists of a Chief
Election Commissioner and other Election

ch representatives
he legislatures.
kes provisions

Commissioners.

member of the
¢ State

Legislative Assembly in the Centre or ;
falls vacant on account of death, resignation .
f his/her term,

“ the Ele
- | Term oF OFFIC

to 1989 the Election Commg,
ember Constitutional bo dy. In :
was Election Commission was made 5
lth:mber pody. Two njnore CO'.nm‘SSiOners i
m ointed and the Chief Elecnon~commissj°rlr°
:/};I; designated as the Chairman o t;’
Commission- Thgs, at p}:esent the Eleqios
Commission ConS‘Stm e
The Chief Electioxf ,CommiSSiongr' -
and the other CommiSSiOners are ADpoing
by the Pre ident of Il’l.dl‘a, This is done g i
behest of the Prime Minister 'aS.per Article i
The Regional Electxoq Com.mlss,oners = élg-(;
sident in consultation vy,

appointed by the Presk
ction Commission.

£ AND CONDITIONS OF Skrvyc,
The Parliament of India passed an Act in
1994, as laid down in Article 324 Clauses of
the Constitution. Under this Act the terms of
office and the conditions of service of the Chjef
Election Commissioner and other Commissioners

Sioh
989

were determined.
(i) They are appointed for a term of 6 years,

During this tenure if they attain themégde of 65
years, they shall vacate office on the day of

R el lans ‘
{

attaining this age.

(i) The salary of the Chief Election
Commissioner and other such Commissioners shall

be equal to the salary of a Supreme Court judge.
They are also entitled to pension after retirement.
b (iii) Any difference of opinion between the
Chief Election Commissioner and the other
Commissioners shall be decided in favour of
the majority oplmon/.‘ 30,

Powers anp Funcrions oF THE ELECTION
Commission

The Election Commission has wide ranging
powers under the Representation of the People
(Amendment) Act, 1996.
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- of the Election Commission
mpcnto the conduct of elections tq
14{; spect 10 the legislature of every state
: r‘ent an < to the offices of President anq
r;rllf uct‘o o given as follows:
: (|d‘;,r85’d Stion- of Electoral Rolls angq
i ard! cards: The Constitution
" “genefal electoral roll” for every
. 8 {1,0' Sf muency of the Lok Sabha ang
, o % con iy An electoral roll is a voter’s
the name, father’s name, age
s yoter. These electoral rolls are
B 4 Se;c om HME to time to provide for new Under the Constitution, the Government decide
Jate and deaths as well as other changes. s to when the elections should be held Ths
3 ‘{aﬂtsco jssion. identifies_ W fixing of exact dates rests with the Ek;ctio:\
% s %ﬁ]e ncy and prepares the list of all issi

Commission. The C issi

;,\ ncy 27 5 ” . ommission states the reasons
B e “This is. called voters list. In order for holding or not holding the elections during
| cll%—« ¢ this function, the Photo Identity i

a particular period. The Election Commission
8 105 " eve voter is issued. This prevents

=
Y

Electronic Voting Machine

may refuse to hold elections at a particular

C Sent yoting by impersonators. duration to ensure free and fair elections even

ReE istratwn an»(! mRecogngt‘lgn of if the political parties insist on having elections
(b’m The Election Commission  at that particular period.

/" 0 ition to political parties.
gt Tec gn

d Allotment of Symbols: The Election
ission allots symbols to the recognised
comlj; pames and the candidates for elections.
T:hucl,mmssmn may have some symbols

ﬁ ias reserved and others as free. The Election
: | gommission o1 recognition of a political party
| intsitareserved common symibol. Thepolitical (i) The Commission may send Central observers
party uses the symbols for all candidates . 40 constituencies where there is danger of
SP‘ms"red by it. violence or booth capturing. This is done to

The independent candidates or mon-  epgure that citizens can vote freely without fear.
registered political parties can select a symbol of (i} The Commission soustermends Goling
their choice on the first-come-first served basis .

where it has reasonable doubt that some

from the list of free symbols. In case of a split :
in a political party the Election Commission malpractices have occured.
verifies claims and counterclaims and may (iti) In terms of the recent amendments to
feeze the reserved symbol. It asks the factions Representative of Peoples Act the Commission
1 choose some other symbols. prescribes severe punishment for booth capturing.
[d) Fixing Dates and Conducting Elections: () Appointment of Polling Officers: The
| TheBlection Commission fixes dates for elections. Election Commission appoints polling officers
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(e) Ensuring Free and Fair Elections: The
Election Commission has to ensure free and fair
elections. The Commission prescribes a code
of conduct for the guidance of candidates and
all others concerned. In addition, the Election
Commission takes the following steps to ensure
free and fair elections.




—

Registration and
recognition of
political parties

Pre

F ion of
electoral roll

Advisory functions

Allotment of
symbols

Scrutiny of
election expenses

Functions of the Election Commi

for the constituencies. This process is set into
motion as soon as notification for the conduct
of elections is made.

Each Constituency is put under the overall
supervision of an officer not less than the rank
of a Deputy Commissioner of the district or
the Magistrate. The Officer is designated as
the ‘Returning Officer. It is his responsibility to
declare a candidate fit for contesting elections.

At the time of elections Presiding Officers
incharge of polling booths and counting centres
are also appointed.

(g) Scrutiny of Nomination Papers: The
Commission announces the date of elections
and the date of filing nomination papers and
the last date of withdrawal for nominations.
Scrutiny of the applications is made by the

Returning Officer. The Returning Officer has to

TERMS TO REMEMBER!
A system in which parties in an election gain seats in proportion
0 the number of votes cast for them.

Fixing dates and
condu

cting elections

Appointment of
Polling Officers

Scrutiny of
nominated papers

ission
verify whether the provisions concerning the
deposit, election symbol, election agent, gy,

have been fulfilled. N

(h) Scrutiny of Election Expenses; The
Election Commission scrutinises the accounts o
election expenses submitted by the contestantg
In order to downplay the role of monq;
influencing elections, the contesting candidateg
should submit the Statement of Accounts to
the Returning Officer, who submits it t the
Commission for scrutiny. The election of the
winning candidate can be declared invalid, i
there was malpractice.

(i) Advisory Functions: The Electio
Commission also advises the President or ths |2
Governors of the State in _respect of electora)
matters disqua.liﬁcatior);?)f members,?&ﬁ?

Nt
disputes, petitions etc.
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P Who prepares the Voters List? l’ﬁadm (ZI i

red Questions

with reference to Democracy and Electi
1;/{3) Distinguish between two efc ions, answer the following questions:
s of elections.|YS . i N '
(o)t Sapka, g jatmbl lrandod MO Lk Ragullys
What e of electlongaare di 2 Y / 4 “tow
e typ ; direct anid 'what g'pe are indiréct in a Parliamentary Democracy? ot
o How are the elections of the President and Vice-President of India held? /4§
9. With reference to types of elections, answer the following:
_la) What is known as General Elections? “ff
Jb) State two points of difference between a by-election and mid-term election.’ L!f, b,
. /
A When were the last General Elect{oqu's held in India? What do you understand by the
term ‘electorate’ Z“I\S/
3. With reference to terms of office and
the following questions: E“) g M ﬁ L l_{ dJG“*' { p.-.\\(\.!d‘di;w.
h
e

4 dowt : e
2) Who constitutes the (((ﬁlgmmission? Who is the head of the Election Commission?
Who appoints him?

‘»/‘(b) What is the term of the bﬁlect.ion Commissioners? What happens in case there is a
: s 1
difference in opinion between t nets? 116,

the Election Commission. [(u C(.L} ﬂ ((Z) . [t,;). ,-) i U 60?9? & 1)

conditions of service of the Election Commission, answer
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